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Friends of Rattlesden Church is an unincorporated association which was
established in September 2012. Its prime Object is to raise funds for the
preservation, maintenance and repair of Saint Nicholas Church.
Officers:
The following officers were in post at the time of signing the Annual Report and
Accounts.

Tony Brain Chairman
Stephen Collins Vice-chairman
Stephen Drury Treasurer
Dave Ward Events Manager

Friends of Rattlesden Church - FORC
Chairman’s Report for period ending 31st December 2021
On gravestones of the Victorian era in some churchyards, the rather curious legend “Not
Dead, Just Sleeping” may be discerned. Apart from the obvious comment of “Who do they
think they are kidding?”, it occurs to me that this might be an apt description of FORC in
2021.
The ghosts of Covid Past, Present and Future continued to stalk the land throughout the
year with the inevitable result that all forms of fundraising by public event were a nonstarter.
Having mentally recovered from the fiasco (from FORC’s viewpoint) of the churchyard wall
project, we did eventually seek suggestions from the churchwardens as to another repair
or enhancement job for which we might usefully raise funds and / or project manage.
This resulted in a request that we oversee and fund the refurbishment of the North-east
and the South-west churchyard gates. The former required its iron post repositioning and
the ground level adjusting so that it would open fully (which it had not done for many
years). The latter needed its substantial wooden posts replaced. The posts also supported
a very heavy ironwork arch and lantern, so this was by no means a light job.
This project was tendered for and most successfully done by local craftsman Lee
Patterson. The arch and lantern once at ground level, were cleaned up and generally
refurbished through the personal efforts of the FORC Treasurer – for which the church
expressed themselves doubly grateful. Funding was most generously provided once again
in the form of a grant from the Rattlesden Village Shop. A suitably worded small plaque
has been mounted on one of the gateposts acknowledging this. The gate, arch and lantern
now once again look like the entrance to a well cared-for churchyard rather than an
accident waiting to happen.
Our plans for 2022 depend on new projects being suggested for us. Covid has by no
means gone away so early fundraising may well be dependant on seeking grant
assistance. But we are hopeful that we will be able to resume running events sometime
during this coming year.
Once again, may I offer my hearty thanks to all those who have helped in 2021, both in the
front line and behind the scenes.

Tony Brain
Chairman

Treasurer’s Report for the period ending 31st December 2021
The on-going Covid-19 restrictions meant that there were no fundraising events held in the
year. FORC did take a table at a Community Council event held at the Pavilion in July
2021 which generated a surplus of £43.
As reported last year, in January 2021 the Rattlesden Community Shop generously made
a donation of £500 to fund repairs to the churchyard wall. This was repaid in January
2021 following the churchwardens receiving an offer from the owner of the property
adjacent to the churchyard to fund the entire scheme.
In September 2021, the Rattlesden Community Shop generously made a donation of £400
towards the costs of work on the churchyard gates.
The year saw income down on the previous year at £448 (2020- £1,989). There was no
income from events (2020 - £1,939).
There were no donations or other income received in the year. (2020 - £50).
We were able to make a grant of £586 to the Parochial Church Council to cover the cost of
repairs to the churchyard gates.
Expenditure includes Trustees insurance premium of £120.20 (2020 - £120.20) and the £5
cost of a table taken at the Community Council event in July.
The deficit in the year on overall activities was £263.20 (2020 - £1,881.20 deficit).
Total unrestricted reserves at 31 December 2021 were £486.34 (2020 - £749.54).

Stephen Drury
Treasurer

FINANCIAL SUMMARY OF FRIENDS OF RATTLESDEN CHURCH
RECEIPT AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT for the period ending 31 December 2021

Receipts

2021

2020

Events

Burns Night

Total

1939.00

0.00

1939.00

Other income

Rattlesden Community Shop donation
Table at Community Council event

400.00
48.00

Tomato plants and book sales from Tony Brain

50.00

Total

448.00

50.00

Total unrestricted income

448.00

1989.00

Payments

Events
Burns Night

Total

1750.00

0.00

1750.00

Other costs

Table at Community Council event

5.00

Trustees insurance premium

120.20

120.20

Total

125.20

120.20

Total payments related to normal activities

125.20

1870.20

Surplus for year relating to normal activities

322.80

Grant to PCC for repairs to choir vestry window
Grant to PCC for repairs to churchyard gates

(Deficit)/Surplus on overall activities in year

118.80

2000.00
586.00

(263.20)

(1881.20)

Surplus brought forward on normal activities

749.54

2630.74

Surplus carried forward on normal activities

486.34

749.54

2021

2020

Bank

486.34

749.54

Total Current assets

486.34

749.54

0.00

0.00

486.34

749.54

(263.20)

(1881.20)

Accumulated surplus brought forward

749.54

2,630.74

Total

486.34

749.54

FINANCIAL SUMMARY OF FRIENDS OF RATTLESDEN CHURCH
BALANCE SHEET at 31 December 2021

Current Assets

Total liabilities

Net current assets

Represented by
Unrestricted Funds

(Deficit)/Surplus in year

